a- pretty violent heat; but it is volatilized at a lower    Chap.iv^
temperature, forming white prismatic crystals of a sil-
Tery lustre.    It is composed of 77 antimony

23 oxygen

100

When melted with a fourth part of antimony, the whole1
is converted into protoxide*.

III. Antimony has never been combined with car-  Union wlti

.          .                                             combustr-

bon nor hydrogen. When its oxides are heated along1 hies.
with charcoal or oils, they are reduced,, but imperfect-
ly, unless some body (as potash) be present to favour
the fusion of the metal. The greater part remains in
the state of a black spongy mass, which often takes fire
when exposed to the air. Antimony combines; readily
with sulphur and.-with phosphorus.

1. Sulphuret of antimony may be formed by mixing
its two component parts together, and fusing them in a
crucible. It has" a dark bluish grey colour, with a
lustre approaching' the metallic. -It is mudh more
fusible than antimony,, and maybe crystallized by slow-
cooling. It is composed, according to Bergman, of 74
parts of antimony and 26 of sulphur f. With this es-
timate the late experiments of Proust coincide almost
exactly. According to that very accurate chemist, -sul-
phuret of antimony is composed of

75 antimony
25 sulphur

loot

* Pi-oust, Jour. & P&ys. Iv, 328,                       f B?r#. in,
:; Jaur. de Plvs. Iv, 3^5,